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This research
provides a
timely insight
into an issue
of growing
importance,
not only to the
NHS and local
government, but
to society

as a whole

The need fol

The issues of climate change and energy
conservation have never been higher up the
political agenda. The impact of policies to cut
carbon emissions will mean higher prices — so
Wise energy use is more important than ever

_ In August 2010, in the first

annual energy statement
delivered to Parliament, the
energy and climate change
secretary  Chris  Huhne
announced plans to cut UK
carbon emissions by 34%
by 2020 and at least 80%
by 2050. However, he said
that the impact of these poli-
cies could lead to an 18% rise
in gas prices and a 33% rise
in the cost of electricity.

This was worrying news
for all those households,
businesses and government
departments that are already
struggling to cope with
energy bills that have soared
over the past decade.

According to a 2009 report
from the energy sector regu-
lator Ofgem, wholesale
energy costs have roughly
quadrupled since 2003, and
suppliers have been forced
to pass these price rises on to
their customers.
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